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: o - The Army Opening Mail

i) n " . o . .
] C’T‘i'?"‘." iy Amorg tae far..(;"‘gs-of the Congres- -
sienal investigation of the Ceniral In—~ 77~

zranhed mail
between the. United States and Cem-

~ 0 Lo
"‘:li-?k:iii."v.’z;.‘ E:V munist natiens, a prociice of dubious -
- legality. The praciice began in 1233
ate has reached a compro- and supposedly ended in 1973, but
will put into effect the central now #vidence'has come to lizhe that
a:éon o come from s the ‘ageney may, indirectly, st have
1! 3 Inquiry into ttelligence access 'to mail sent outside the United
&cuvities: a single oversizht committee . States : '
wx:nvlegz's?ativc ard budgetary authori- The evidence was provided in the
ty. Hou ver, the rew committes will form of aifidavits filcd by Army Sce-
kave {0 share iis auth ity with four retary Martin R. Hoffinan in  civil
standing conmirtecs whose past por- suits brought against the Federa! Gov-
fox_'n:.anc? 2s intelligence watchdogs ernment by the Socialist Workers
the inquiry criticized. Party ard by a group of American
The efiectiveness of the new ar- citizens living in West Berlin, ’
fangement wiil depend, to a large ex- -In the affidavits, Mr. Hoffman ae-
tent.,o.n e vigor with which the mem- knowledged that Army . inteilizence
€rs of the overzight commiltee, who officers had openad mail sent botween
will be appeinted by the Senate party West Beriin and the United Statss and
}eadc-;s. execise their powers. Bat the said that the Army “corducts 10ni-
crealicn of a commitiee resgonsible 'oring of pestal ond tel
solely for intelligence is expected to : niznfc’ations within its secior
unprove co siderably the Senate’s abil- or itself and other United §:is
ity to controj inzelligence operations, estigavry agenzies.” On
'l'he' report of the House of Repre- -gencics, apparently, cou
sentaive’s inicli'zence inquiry recom- Yal Intelligence.
mended the e~t2blishment of an over- The Amiv contends
sizht committee in that chamber also, dpenizli’,s had been feeat hacause the
The House has not yet acted on the mail was cutside Uni Staies postal
regort, thannels. it a'so maintaing that it is
The Senzte compromise was rezched’ . wthorized to coaduct  surveillapce
betwgen 2 group of younger legisia- ):./ersc-as, SO i0ng as ils  actvitics
tors, intent uson asseriing greater con- comply with the ! ¢f the host
trol ovar the in elligence agencies and- vountry, but that « ilance could
an_ old-guard faction determined to only be used  sgainst  Americans
protect tke jurisdictions of the siand- abroad with the approval of the Army
ing comzziticss, which are dominated Secretary. :

by Senaters with substantial seniority.
One of the principal findings of the
Inquiry hoeaded by Senator Frank
Church of Idzho was that the feagmen-
tation of authority among the four
comraitices, Aporopriations, Armed
Services, Forcign Affairs and Judicia-
Iy, resultzd in ineffective supervision
of the escacies.

The Church committee, meanwhile,
in a supplementary report, has de.
scribed a secrit unit within the Inter.
nal Revenue S at had sciective-
ly enforced : t politi-
cal diss:den Donald C. Alexander,
Who now heads the service, said that
he did rot consider i 2Ty to
rotify the 11,0 and crgani-
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zatic if what ha

happeres L he waglc

preserve ¢ ; ‘€5 acteu

on a dill wo fo:ce losure. :
The report said that ihe ninctice of
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